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I. Committee information  

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is the environmental authority 

within the United Nations that sets the global environmental agenda, promotes the 

implementation of sustainable development, and serves as an advocate for the global 

environment (UNEP,  n.d).  

The governing body of the UN Environment Programme is the UN Environment 

Assembly. Since 2014, It has had four sessions and it has a universal membership of all 193 

Member States, which fund and approve the implementation of the programme (UNEA, n.d). 

The UNEP categorizes their labor into seven different areas: “climate change, disasters and 

conflicts, ecosystem management, environmental governance, chemicals and waste, resource 

efficiency, and environment under review” (UNEP , n.d.). 

 

The United Nations Environment Programme has the following functions: 

• Promote sustainable development. 

• Advocate for the global environment. 

 

 



	

 

 

 

 

• Honor and celebrate individuals or institutions that are doing outstanding work on behalf 

of the environment. 

• Host secretariats and conventions of many multilateral environmental agreements and 

research bodies. 

• Bring together nations and the environmental community to address environmental 

challenges. 

• Work in partnership with the government, scientific community, private sector, civil 

society, among other organizations to improve the quality of life without compromising 

the future generations. 

• Assessing global, regional and national environmental conditions and trends. 

• Developing international and national environmental instruments. 

• Strengthening institutions for the wise management of the environment. 

(UNEP, n.d.). 

The United Nations Environment Programme also has an important role in helping the 

countries fulfill the goals and targets in the 2030 Sustainable Agenda in order to provide a safe 

and healthy future for the following generations. These goals focus on several problems and 

issues such as hunger, poverty, lack of resource availability, climate change, among others. 

While working in favor of the achievement of these goals, the UNEP collaborates with different 

bodies being governments, civil society, and the private sector (UNEP, n.d.). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



	

 

 

 

 

 

 

II. Quorum 

 

1. Arab Republic of Egypt 

2. Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 

3. Canada 

4. Commonwealth of Australia 

5. Federal Republic of Germany 

6. Federal Republic of Nigeria 

7. Federative Republic of Brazil 

8. Islamic Republic of Iran 

9. Kingdom of Denmark 

10. Kingdom of Norway 

11. Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

12. People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria 

13. People’s Republic of China 

14. Republic of Angola 

 

 



	

 

 

 

15. Republic of Colombia 

16. Republic of Ecuador 

17. Republic of India 

18. Republic of Indonesia 

19. Republic of Iraq 

20. Republic of Kazakhstan  

21. Republic of the Sudan 

22. Russian Federation 

23. Socialist Republic of Vietnam 

24. State of Japan 

25. State of Kuwait 

26. State of Qatar 

27. United Arab Emirates 

28. United Kingdom of Great Britain 

29. United Mexican States 

30. United States of America 

 

 
 

 

 



	

 

 

 

 

 

Topic A: Diversification of oil-dependent economies 

1. Summary 

Countries that have a significant amount of oil reserves and natural gas, also have 

opportunities for economic, social, and political development. Nevertheless, oil and gas 

exploitation can lead to serious environmental damage, risk in public health and safety, and 

resources can be wasted (UNEP, n.d.).  

 

The United Nations Environment Programme has promoted the transition towards low 

carbon economies as an effort to combat climate change. Countries can benefit from 

 

 

hydrocarbon resources for over 30 years if they support sustainable development and 

follow environmental standards (UNEP, n.d.). 

According to the Caribbean Environment Programme from the UNEP, oil-spills cause a 

negative impact in the environment and marine habitats, they harm wildlife in two ways: 

inhalation/ingestion or by physical contact. It can take years for an ecosystem to recover. Apart 

from having an unfavorable effect on the environment, oil-spills also involve socio-economic 

damage due to decreased tourism and closure of fishing areas (n.d.).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Guide questions 

1. What measures or decisions are being made by the delegation in favor of economic 

diversification? 

2. What are the effects related to the dependency of oil in the delegation?  

3. What are the implications of diversifying the economy in the delegation? 

4. Which countries does the delegation have alliances with? 

5. How does the delegation’s ideologies influence this topic 

 

3. Geographical framework 

 

Created using mapchart  

The main exporters and producers of oil are found in the Middle East and Africa. The 

following countries are the biggest oil producers: Saudi Arabia (7,273,000 barrels per day), 

Russia (5,116,000 BBL/day), Iraq (3,309,000 BBL/day), United Arab Emirates (2,684,000 

BBL/day), Canada (2,671,000 BBL/day), and finally Nigeria (2,279,000 BBL/day) (World 

Factbook, 2017). 



	

 

 

 

 

4. Historic framework and timeline 

For many years, the main oil product was kerosene, but in the 1890s with the production 

of automobiles, the demand for gasoline increased. The oil, also known as‘black gold’, became 

the most important resource of energy as well as the main economic income in several countries 

(EIA,2010). 

 

The following events are important to consider: 

• Before World War One. Winston Churchill - as First Lord of the Admiralty - converted 

the British navy from Welsh coal to imported oil. To secure British access to that oil, the 

following British prime minister bought a controlling stake in the Anglo Persian Oil 

Company, the forerunner of BP, in what is now Iran. 

• 1943. Taxes on international oil companies spiked. Thus, increasing the government 

dependence on the oil sector and reducing the role of public taxpayers, which led to the 

development of an unhealthy democracy with authoritarian tendencies (Carnegie 

Moscow Center, 2017). 

• 1950 to the present. Oil became the most used energy source (EIA, 2010). 

• 1960. The Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) was founded, with its 

first members being Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, and Venezuela (EIA, 2010).  

• 1973. The Arab Oil Embargo stopped selling oil to the United States and Holland in 

protest for their support of Israel in the Yom Kippur War (EIA, 2010). 

• 1950-1951. Iraq invaded Kuwait, resulting in crude oil and product prices to rise (EIA, 

2010). 

• 1990. The Clean Air Act Amendments required changes to gasoline and diesel fuels to 

make them less pollutant (EIA, 2010). 

 



	

 

 

 

 

 

 

• April 20, 2010. An explosion occurred on an exploratory well in the Gulf of Mexico, 

resulting in 11 crew members killed and oil leaking into the ocean for months (EIA, 

2010). 

 

5. Involved actors and their typology 

Economic diversification is a strategy that can be influenced by different actors. 

Governments (public sector) have an important role by creating policies and incentives, and 

investing in infrastructures so that enterprises (private sector) become more competitive and 

innovative in terms of production and processes. According to the International Monetary Fund: 

“The public sector should enable, not compete with, the private sector to support economic 

diversification” (2016). 

However, wars and high insecurity in a country makes it impossible for economic 

diversification to happen. The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) is a Sunni jihadist terrorist 

group that controls several parts of Iraq and Syria declaring the creation of a caliphate and 

claiming to have religious authority over all Muslims (Rachel Elbaum, 2018). They control 

important oil-producing areas and they use those resources in order to finance their operations 

and projects. Another example is Nigeria, which is a large oil-producer and its leaders take 

advantage by transferring part of the oil revenue to private accounts when law requires the 

transfer to the national treasury, consequently creating anger and resentment from the Nigerian 

population. In response to the situation an insurgent rebel group, Boko Karam, is working to 

overthrow the current administration (Michael T. Klare, 2014). 

 

 



	

 

 

 

 

6. Power relationships and strategic alliances 

“Oil is a strategic commodity in the world economy, and its production and use can foster 

strategic relationships. For example, Saudi Aramco’s decision to raise oil output in the wake of 

the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, and China’s oil-based relationships with Iran, Venezuela, Russia, 

and others can be viewed as partly politically motivated” (Congressional Research Service, 

2007). 

In 1960, the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) was founded, its 

members are: Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Venezuela, Libya, United Arab Emirates Algeria, 

Gabon, Angola, Equatorial Guinea, and Congo. The purpose of the organization is to unify the 

petroleum policies and stabilize the oil market (OPEC, 2020). 

In 2005, Norway initiated the Oil for Development Programme in partnership with the 

United Nations Environment Programme; it cooperates with 13 countries: Angola, Cuba, Ghana, 

Iraq, Lebanon, Kenya, Mozambique, Myanmar, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, Tanzania, and 

Uganda. The objective of the program is for Norway to share its experience in oil management 

and gas resources with developing countries (NORAD, 2017). 

“The UAE’s federal system grants individual emirates the right to create their own 

legislation, law enforcement agencies, and standards of production, and to allocate most of their 

income” (Carnegie Moscow Center, 2017, pg. 69).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Economical and commercial aspects 

“The drop in oil and gas prices has refocused attention on how exporters of this resources 

can transition to more diversified, resilient economies” (PIIE, 2017). 

 

The energy sector is dominant in many economies, however, it is a limited source of 

growth and employment. When oil prices drop, economies often require cuts in public spending, 

which lessens growth in non-oil sectors and affects public employment (IMF, 2016). 

"The discrepancy between national policies -- that is, climate change policies and fossil 

fuel production policies -- highlights that there is much more that needs to be done both at the 

country level and in international climate negotiations to pay a sharpened and increased focus on 

fossil fuels," said Niklas Hagelberg, the UN Environment Program's climate change coordinator 

(CNN, 2019). 

 

8. Legal aspects 

1. Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 1960 

 Founded in Baghdad, Iraq, by five countries: Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and 

Venezuela. Its purpose is to “ensure the stabilization of oil markets in order to secure an 

efficient, economic and regular supply of petroleum consumers” (OPEC, n.d).  

 

 

 

 



	

 

 

 

2. Franco- Algerian Accord of 1965  

The arrangements agreed to at Evian resulted in relatively low revenues for 

Algeria. France agreed to provide $80 million annually to Algeria for five years in loans, 

grants, and supplier credits.  Some changes and provisions embodied in the Accord are:  

• A tax reference price of $2.08 to calculate royalty payments  

• Raising income tax payments from 50% to 55% of earnings  

• Eliminating the right of companies to defer taxes due  

(CIA, 2011) 

3. Oil for Development Programme. Norway (2005) 

In partnership with the United Nations Environment Programme, it cooperates 

with 13 countries: Angola, Cuba, Ghana, Iraq, Lebanon, Kenya, Mozambique, Myanmar, 

Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, Tanzania and Uganda. The objective of the program is for 

Norway to share its experience in oil management and gas resources (NORAD, 2017).  

 

4. Saudi Arabi’s Vision 2030 (2016) 

It is a strategy from the Saudi Arabian Government to reduce their dependence on 

oil, diversify their economy, and invest in other sectors (Embassy of the Kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia, n.d.). 

 

 

 

 



	

 

 

 

 

9. Sociocultural aspects 

“Some countries (Iraq, Libya, and Yemen) are affected by wars that severely disrupt 

economic activity and weaken investor confidence” (IMF, 2016). 

Countries that depend on oil are more likely to have conflicts of great duration. Some 

civil wars are financed with oil rents. Examples of oil related conflicts include: Algeria (since 

1991), Angola (1975 and 2002), Indonesia/Aceh (since 1986), Yemen (1990– 1994), the 

Sudan (since 1983), Nigeria (1980–1984), Iraq (1985–1992), and the Republic of Congo 

(1997, 1999) (Karl, T., n.d.). 

Ideologies involved: socialism (Venezuela), nationalism (United States), neoliberalism 

(Russia), liberalism (United Arab Emirates). 

 

10. Quorum General Position 

In 2017, the global average of GDP in oil revenues was 2.38% (The Global Economy, 2017). 

Regarding the previous data, the following is established: 

A) Countries with severe reliance on oil (over 10% of revenues in GDP): 

Venezuela, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Angola, Iraq, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Qatar, 

United Arab Emirates. 

B) Countries with heavy or medium reliance on oil (over 2.38% of revenues in 

GDP): Egypt, Nigeria, Norway, Colombia, Ecuador, Russia. 

 

 

 



	

 

 

 

C) Countries with low reliance on oil (less than 2.38% of revenues in GDP): Canada, 

Australia, Germany, Brazil, Denmark, China, India, Indonesia, Sudan, Vietnam, Japan, Great 

Britain, Mexico, United States. 

 

11. Sustainable Development Goals 

1. Goal 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities 

Because of the high amount of population there has been a lot of pressure in the 

environment, and therefore a greater demand in basic services, jobs, and infrastructure.The 

most efficient cities have higher productivity, innovation, lower costs and less impact on the 

environment (UNEP, n.d.). 

  Targets from goal 11 are focused in creating sustainable and safe cities by providing 

affordable access to public transport, reducing environmental impact on cities and other 

human settlements, and strengthening national and regional development planning (UNEP, 

n.d.). Target 11.b, is closely related to the topic of economic diversification because it works 

for the implementation of resource efficiency policies and oil-dependent countries need to 

have control over resources and also take in account the environmental impacts of oil 

production and processing in order to provide healthy conditions to the population. 

2. Goal 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions 

The purpose of goal 16 is to: “Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 

development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive 

      institutions at all levels” (UNEP, n.d.).  

 

 



	

 

 

 

The targets are focused in providing justice, transparency, fundamental rights, and access 

to public information. Specifically target 16.5, regarding corruption reduction, has an 

important link to economic diversification, because some oil-dependent countries have 

conflicts related to the availability of this resource and by having transparent institutions and 

leaders these nations would avoid such conflicts and the population would be safer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



	

 

 

 

 

Topic B.Access to climate technologies in developing countries 

1. Summary 

Technology will have an important role in achieving the goals in the Paris agreement, 

which is a legally binding document that brings together all nations to combat climate change. 

The main goal is to keep global temperature rise below 2 degrees Celsius. The Agreement is also 

meant to support developing and vulnerable countries with financial and technological 

framework and infrastructure (UNFCCC, n.d.). 

Over the past decades, governments facilitated technologies to developing countries 

through the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) (UNFCCC, 

2016). 

Climate technologies help us reduce our greenhouse gas emissions. They include 

renewable energies such as wind energy, solar power and hydropower. To adapt to the effects of 

climate change, there are technologies such as drought resistant crops, early warning systems and 

sea walls. There are also soft technologies such as energy efficient practices or training for 

equipment usage (UNFCCC,  2016). 

“The Climate Technology Centre & Network (CTCN) is the operational arm of the 

UNFCCC Technology Mechanism, hosted by the United Nations Environment Programme 

(UNEP) and the UN Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)” (UNEP, n.d.). The Centre 

works for the transfer of climate technologies to developing countries and it has a global network 

of more than 150 organizations (UNEP, n.d.). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Guide questions 

1. What strategies are being put in practice by the delegation in relation  to the 

development of climate technologies? 

2. How does the delegation help the developing countries in the development of 

climate technologies? In the case of developing countries, what type of help do 

they receive? 

3. What commitments or relationships does the delegation have with other countries 

in order to develop and/or transfer climate technologies? 

4. What are the consequences for the delegation in developing or transfering climate 

technologies? 

5. Which factors influence climate technologies development and transfer in the 

delegation and in what ways? 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



	

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

3. Geographical framework 

 

Created using Mapchart 

 

The Climate Technology Center and Network has a global network of more than 150 

organizations that support developing countries in finding climate technology solutions. 

Examples include: Canada, Colombia, Egypt, India, Mexico, Norway, United Kingdom, United 

States, Republic of Korea, among others (CTCN, n.d.). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Historic framework and timeline 

1. In November 1988, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) was 

founded. 

2. In November 1990, the IPCC and Second World Climate Conference called for a global 

treaty led by an assessment report saying that emissions from human activities were 

increasing the atmospheric concentration of greenhouse gases. 

3. On December 11, 1997 the Kyoto Protocol was adopted. 

4. In February of 2005, the Russian Federation ratified the Kyoto Protocol, sealing its entry 

into force. 

5. In September 2014, UN Secretary General, Ban-Ki Moon, hosted a climate summit in 

New York, inviting Heads of State and Government, businesses, finance, civil societies 

and local leaders to mobilize action and ambition on climate change in advance of COP 

21 in Paris in 2015.  

6. In December 2015, 195 nations agreed to combat climate and unleash actions and 

investment towards a sustainable future through the Paris Agreement.   

(UNFCCC, 2019). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



	

 

 

 

 

5. Involved actors and their typology 

In the following quote by politician Thomas Hirsch, he explains that in pursuance 

of the Paris Agreement, alliances between countries and participation from governments 

(public sector) and private sector are required: “Besides the G20 and G7 processes, 

primarily multilateral development banks, financial markets and investors and 

multinational companies, as well as national governments, the EU and significant interest 

representing organisations and companies have to get involved in the transformation 

process” (2016).  

6. Power relationships and strategic alliances 

Alliances are important when it comes to making chances. After the Paris Agreement, most 

countries engaged in reducing their greenhouse gas emissions and in investigating climate 

solutions. Pre-existing alliances are derived from regional, socio-economic, and ideological 

characteristics (Hirsch, T., 2016).  

By far the largest formal group is the G77 and China, with 133 

members,      followed     by the African Group, with 54 members; the Least 

Developed Countries, with 48 members; and, the Alliance of Small Island States, 

with 43 members. Besides them there are a whole series of other groups, 

including BASIC (Brazil, South Africa, India and China), ALBA (left-wing 

governments from Latin America), AILAC (Latin American states with a 

progressive climate policy orientation), the Arab Group and the group of OPEC 

states (Hirsch, T., 2016). 

 

 



	

 

 

 

 

7. Economical and commercial aspects 

Reducing carbon footprint will depend on technologies, which re-structure economies in 

different aspects, such as growth and development, industry, innovation and technological 

changes, among others. “For the development and deployment of many of the relevant 

technologies, the private sector will play a central role” (Stern, N., 2006). 

            According to a background paper for the Beijing High-level Conference in 2008, “The 

global energy technology investments needed between 2005 and 2050 have been estimated to be 

as high as US$ 250 trillion under a projected baseline scenario” (IEA 2008). 

8. Legal aspects 

1. The Kyoto Protocol (1997) 

 “It is a protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change an 

international treaty with the goal of stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the 

atmosphere” (Science Direct, 2015). 

2. Poznan strategic programme (2007) 

It provides funding to climate technology development and transfer activities 

(UNFCCC, n.d.). 

3. The Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (JPOI)  

This plan points to the enhancement of international and regional cooperation “to 

improve access to reliable, affordable, economically viable, socially acceptable and 

environmentally sound energy services, as an integral part of poverty reduction 

programmes” (ICTSD, 2007). 

 



	

 

 

 

 

9. Sociocultural aspects 

The scientific community has shown many evidence in global warming and are calling 

for governments to take actions in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and carbon 

footprint; however, skepticism in the topic, mistrust in the information and ideologies such as 

liberalism and conservatism, make it difficult for certain countries to engage in climate change 

awareness and strategies.  

According to an article from the New York University written in 2014 by the professors 

in environmental studies, Jennifer Jacquet and Monica Dietrich, and the psychologist John T. 

Jost, the United States has a bigger skepticism than other countries towards climate change as  

political parties influence in public’s opinion, as cited by the professors: “Conservatives express 

greater skepticism about climate change and more opposition to climate-related policies than 

liberals (e.g., Weber and Stern, 2011; Liu et al., 2014).” 

 

10. Quorum General Position 

The following data was taken from several sources including: Fondation Énergie 

Renouvelable Pour le Monde (2013), IRENA (2012), Observatory of Renewable Energy (2011), 

CNBC (2019), and Africa Oil and Power (2020). 

A. Countries whose energy production comes mostly from renewable sources (over 

50%): Venezuela, Canada, Brazil, Norway and Colombia. 

B. Countries whose energy production fairly comes from renewable sources (over 

10%): Germany, Nigeria, Demark, China, Ecuador, India, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Russia, 

Sudan, Japan, Great Britain, Mexico, United States, Vietnam. 

 

 



	

 

 

 

 

 

C. Countries with very low or null energy production from renewable sources (less 

than 10%): Egypt, Australia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Iraq, Kuwait, Qatar and UAE. 

D. Angola’s 2025 Energy Plan is working towards achieving 74% of installed power 

capacity. 

 

11. Sustainable Development Goals 

1. Goal 7: Affordable and clean energy 

The purpose of this goal is to  expand infrastructure and upgrade technology to 

provide clean and more efficient energy in all countries, encouraging growth and helping 

the environment (2030 Agenda, 2020). 

Target 7.2 and 7.b are closely related to the topic because it is important to develop 

infrastructures and create innovative technologies to combat climate change  

effects, especially in developing countries because they are the most vulnerable when it 

comes to such damages. 

 

2. Goal 13: Climate action        

This goal focuses on taking urgent action to combat climate change. The targets work for 

the implementation of national policies as well as education and awareness. The relation of 

goal 13 to the topic lies in the creation of strategies to battle droughts, water management 

problems, food security, and other consequences of climate change, but in order to do so, 

climate technologies transfer is required (UNEP, n.d.). 

 

 



	

 

 

 

3. Goal 17: Partnership for the goals 

Goal 17 is about creating partnerships to achieve the goals from the 2030 

Sustainable Agenda, these partnerships promote the transfer of technologies, sharing 

knowledge and resources, as well as financial cooperation. Specifically target 17.7 is 

related to the topic because it consists in promoting the development and transfer of 

technologies to developing countries (SDG’s, n.d.). 
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